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/website build-off
places of worship

The web is all about community, and religious communities
should be no exception. We asked designers from both sides
of the Atlantic to sketch up a homepa ge for a place of worship

The brief

Your mocked-up homepage can be for a church,
mosque, temple or synagogue ... wesll leave the
choice of religion up to you. Visitors should be
able to find out about news, services, activities,
staff and locations. The site should reflect the
religion and include interactive features.
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Aaron McClunges solution

My mocked-up homepage design is for The Mission,
‘ a fictitious church ... for now ... located in the Dallas/
Fort Worth area of Texas. The churches name was
inspired by the Biblical imperative of Jesus to live out His
mission daily: to seek and save the lost, make disciples and
demonstrate love by meeting real needs.
When designing websites for faith-based organisations,
ites important to understand why and how the organisation is
different and let the design reflect those unique qualities ... as
is the case for any client. But this church is different in that
ites starting out of a need to cast Christes missional vision and
free people up so that they can actually live it. That means
streamlining church so that it wonst endlessly sap peopless time,
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energy and money. They gather once a week for worship, then
theyere out of the door to be Christ to the world.

The design of the site reflects those traits in many ways. The
navigation is simple and keeps options to a minimum. Theress
an intentional use of rough textures and lower-case fonts to
communicate the informal approach to worship and life that
The Mission values. Its not covered with stock photos of happy,
perfect people that no one can relate to. Instead, you see a
photo of a homeless man with a link to a list of ways for people
to help meet the needs of others.

Many of the other features are about communication and
creating a dialogue with the community ... these include the
pastores blog and sonline messagese from recent sermons. @

make today
count.,

L e

i LRt RE L M T |

Navigation A three-button, drop-
down-style navigation keeps this site easy to
use and delivers quick access to church info.
The skyline subtly casts the church vision of
making an impact in the local community.

n Online messages Sometimes you
canet make it to church, but you can still listen
to the messages online or download the file.
This is also a great way to preview a churches
worship style without having to attend.
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Large Flash feature This image-
area communicates overall vision, and is built
to rotate multiple eslidese using Flash. This ad
would link to a page that listed opportunities
to help others within the community.

Quick links These simple icons link to
functionality thates important for church sites
today, including email invitations to send to
friends, events calendars, online giving and a
login area to keep userse contact info updated.

Directions and service times
Helping church-seekers to know where to go
and when to be there is perhaps the most
important component of a church website.
This part of the site links to that information.

E Pastores blog The lower right-hand
portion of the homepage would be a lead-in
to a blog. This provides the church pastor
with a venue for discussing and sharing ideas
about his life and faith with the congregation.
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Aaron
McClunges
month

What have |
been doing?

My house is being
renovated, which is
providing a healthy
distraction from the
daily barrage of
campaigns. At the
office, deadlines
seem non-stop, so
finding the balance
between growing
the business and
maintaining the
excellence we desire
continues to cause
some late nights in
front of my laptop.

Sites leve visited
www.design
meltdown.com
Design Meltdown

is great for finding
new approaches to
designing websites.
www.church
marketingsucks.com
This is a great blog
site for studying
marketing trends for
Christian churches.

What have |

been watching?

| havenet had access
to TiVo this month,
so lsve had to suffer
live television. lsve
had a commercial-
filled mix of college
hoops (basketball),
Lostand The Office.

What have | been
listening to?

Mat Kearney, Dave
Matthews, Coldplay.

N

Turn the page to
see solutions from
Zaid Al-Asady and
Nathan Smith >>
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Zaid Al-
Asadyes
month

What have |
been doing?
Working on some
exciting campaigns
and launching

for Cravendale.
Outside work lsve
been getting back
into illustration and
typography, with
some interesting
projects providing
me with the
opportunity to be
really creative.

Sites lsve visited

Recently redesigned
blog and showcase
from French design
collective yfwd. An
inspiring collection.

Typographic design
and illustration work
by Craig Ward. Ites
interesting stuff and
similar to the work
that lsve been
experimenting with.

What have |

been watching?
The Karate Kid
trilogy, an awesome
blast from the past.
Gotta love those
Cobra Kais! Season
one of Friday Night
Lights was pretty
addictive ... | canst
wait for the second.

What have | been
listening to?

| canst stop listening
to the album The
Cool by Lupe Fiasco
and the soundtrack
to French parkour
flick Yamakasi.

Zaid Al-Asadyes solution

Religion is often viewed as an ancient, traditional way

of thinking, with no ties to the modern world. Having

played such an important part in peopless lives for so
many years, some would say our generation is somewhat out
of touch with religion. Many people, children and adults alike,
regard religious buildings as erelicse, places they donst think
twice about, let alone engage with.

So, with this in mind, | set out to design a website for a
mosque, bringing it up to date with modern styling and a
contemporary look and feel. Itss key, however, that the site
appeals to both older, traditional mosque users and the youth
of today, who are interested in getting involved in what their
local mosque has to offer them and their community. The

design attempts to showcase the magnificent architecture of
these buildings, while also displaying relevant and important
information for visitors in a simple, easy to use manner.

Structurally the site includes the navigation at the very top of
the page, divided from the content by a stunning image of the
waterside mosque. This main image area could possibly be put
on random refresh, allowing a different header to be chosen
from a pool of predetermined imagery.

The content area is laid out in a simple column structure, with
two features in each. | felt it was important to include sections
such as «Quran translatione and *Did you know?s, as these would
most certainly aid in stamping out misconceptions that Muslim
people face daily, by educating visitors on certain *hot issuese.

Quran translation Islam and the
Muslim faith have been subject to many
misconceptions over the years and | felt that
some of these could be stamped out if visitors
to this site were educated about the issues.

Did you know The idea behind this
is similar to the *Quran translatione section, as
its primary purpose is to educate visitors.
Users can ask guestions about current issues,
which will be answered by a relevant expert.
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Mosque guide The mosque guide
is a 3D environment of the mosque grounds,
possibly using Papervision technology to
enable users to experience some of the
architecture, and even archived events.

Imagery The header image .. the first
impression many visitors will have of the
mosque ... should be full of impact. It should
also be informative, showing off different
aspects of the mosque and activities on offer.

Calendar The mosque is not merely
a religious building, but a place for the
community. The calendar is the place to keep
track of all that will be going on, from
seminars to exhibitions and sports events.

Community feature This section
will focus on projects that the mosque, or
related charities, have participated in for the
local and global Islamic community. This can
be anything from sports clubs to art projects.
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Nathan Smithes solution

This is a hypothetical site redesign for the church |

attend in Dallas, Texas. Theress an old saying: *The

cobblerss children have no shoesZ Though Isve had the
privilege of working with Fortune 500 companies and mega-
churches throughout the US, my home churchss site is in a state
of disrepair. While they have a volunteer who manages the
site, this is a capacity in which leve always wanted to give back.
When .net approached me about writing an article on church
web design, | immediately thought of Spring Valley UMC.

Overall, | tried to go for a look thatss friendly and inviting,

while still displaying the necessary information. If a newcomer
were to visit the site, they would immediately be able to find out
what time the church services are, where the church is located,

SPRING VALLEY o

UMITED METHODIST CHURCH l
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BUILDIMNG
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et /technique build _off

and what events are happening that month. Another thing that
would-be church visitors tend to wonder is what the unspoken
dress code is like. By having photos of actual church events,
visitors could get a feel for which service they want to attend.
For instance, in the more traditional service, people tend to wear
*business casuals or even a suit and tie. In the contemporary
service, blue jeans are perfectly acceptable. Hopefully, the site
design conveys a bit of each: respect for liturgy and tradition, yet
a come-as-you-are approach to ministry.

Students at Asbury Theological Seminary are instructed in
preaching classes to sconsider your audiences. This is equally
important on the web: churches have unique demographics that
help to inform each design decision.
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Nathan
Smithes
month

What have |
been doing?
| gave a presentation
to my co-workers on
a grid methodology
| created (the 960
Grid System

). Itincludes
printable sketch
sheets, templates
and a CSS mini-
framework. The
12-column grid
from this system
was used to design
the Spring Valley
UMC example.

Sites lsve visited

A good overview of
the latest in web
standards design.

This is a good
resource for staying
abreast of what can
be done with the
Textpattern CMS.

What have |

been watching?
leve been catching
up with Lost | also
watched The Up
Series,a British
documentary that
takes a snapshot
of peopless lives
every seven years.

What have | been
listening to?
Jeremy Camp, Sara
Bareilles, tobyMac.

The typeface while the United
Methodist Church has an official logo, it
doesnet have an official typeface ... churches
are left to their own discretion. | chose
Chaparral Pro, a great slab serif from Adobe.

The text The crux of the website is
summarised in a paragraph of larger text.
This area could also serve up the latest blog
posts from church pastors or staff members
and could include the relevant avatar.
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Sermon podcast In the header,
theress an iTunes-style sermon player to
download the latest MP3 or subscribe to the
podcast. A search form is located in the top-
right, close to browserse native search fields.

Calendar A condensed calendar gives
parishioners a glance at upcoming events and
the ability to see a tool-tip description when
they hover over the links. They can also click
through to the full-year calendar.

Information box  To the right of
the hero image theress a two-pronged info
box that explains how the panoramic image
relates to the upcoming sermon, and also
mentions the senior pastorss latest book.

Member photos  with all the
pertinent information covered, the bottom of
the page is more personal. Photos taken by
church members are displayed prominently,
encouraging community participation.

N

Have your say f
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